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2022 SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE ON CHRISTIANITY AND LITERATURE
September 29-October 1   
JBU Campus: Simmons Great Hall A & C; Berry Performing Arts Center
THURSDAY, 9/29      REGISTRATION TABLE OPEN 3:30-5:30 PM Simmons Great Hall Foyer
 4-5:30 PM
A. Creative Writing I: Stories 






SGH A
Chair: Amanda E. Himes, John Brown University
“Duck Eggs,” Leah Dolloff, John Brown University

“Curve Ball,” Abigail Lawler, John Brown University 


“Learning Distance,” Meggie Duncan, John Brown University
“Birds in the Back Bay,” Patty Kirk, John Brown University 

FRIDAY, 9/30 
REGISTRATION TABLE OPEN 7:30 AM – 2 PM

Continental breakfast available in SGH A, 7:30 am

8 – 9:15 AM

B. World Literature 







SGH A

Chair: Darryl Tippens, Abilene Christian University


“Witnessing Heidegger and Truth,” Maxwell Stevenson, Northeastern State University
 “Fatal Reading: Unmaking the Femme Fatale in Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s 

‘In a Grove’,” Yifan Zhang, Baylor University
 “‘It’s possible I fell facing the city’: Feminist Revision and Indeterminacy in Wislava 
Szymborksa’s ‘Lot’s Wife’,” Kelly Chittenden, Baylor University
C. Critical Approaches to Drama 





SGH C
Chair: Brad Gambill, John Brown University

“Theodramatics of History in Dorothy L. Sayers’ The Emperor Constantine,” Philip 

Mitchell, Dallas Baptist University
“’Tis Pity She’s a Multidimensional, Realistic Human Being: An Analysis of Female 
Autonomy and Patriarchal Authority in The Duchess of Malfi,  The White Devil 
and ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore,” Maddy Hatfield, John Brown University (alumna) 
“Religious Celibacy and Sexual Vulnerability: Forced Asexuality in The Runner

Stumbles,” T.S. Krishnaja, National Institute of Technology, Andhra Pradesh, 
India

9:30-10:45 AM

D. American Novelists of Color 





SGH A

Chair: Amanda E. Himes, John Brown University

“Fragile and Powerful: Female Community in Toni Morrison’s Beloved and A Mercy,”
Grace McCright, Baylor University
“The Duality of Toni Morrison’s Beloved: Intertwined Christian and Pagan Symbols,” 

Charity Gibson, College of the Ozarks
Biblical Prophecy and Callahan’s Judgment on American Babylon in Wynema: A Child 
of the Forest,” Emma Butler-Probst, University of Tennessee, Knoxville
E. Chaucer and the Role of Women 





SGH C
Chair: Jonathan Himes, John Brown University

“Chaucer, Women, and Theology,” Christopher Flavin, Northeastern State University

“Chaucer’s Women and their Power,” Jin Lowell, Northeastern State University

 “Thematic Parallels in Chaucer’s ‘The Nun’s Tale’ and ‘Second Nun’s Tale’,” Rachael 

Dame, Northeastern State University

11-12: 15 PM

F. Medieval Literature 







SGH A

Chair: Christopher Flavin, Northeastern State University

 “Motherhood and Martyrdom in Medieval and Early Modern Hagiographies,” Louise 
Cole, University of Arkansas
“Reassessing Morgan le Fay’s Role in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,” Nicholas 

Dalbey, University of Houston
“Just Playing Around: Childhood and Chaucer in The Wouldbegoods,” Becky Presnall, 

Baylor University 
G. Feminist Theology 







SGH C
Chair: Maxwell Stevenson, Northeastern State University

“Caroline Dall, Creator of a 19th C. Feminist Theology,” Melinda Marchand, Clark 

University
“‘I am little and ignorant: but for all that I am right’: Evangelical Women Writers, 
Dangerous Knowledge, and the Early-Victorian Controversy over ‘Controversy’,” 
Janna Chance, Union University
“A Grief Observed: Reading the Spectacles of Femininity in That Hideous Strength and 

Till We Have Faces,” Andrew J. Black, The Academy of Classical Christian 
Studies
12:15-1:30 PM LUNCH ON YOUR OWN

1:30-2:45 PM

H. Is Dungeons and Dragons Good for your Soul?



SGH A

Chair: Brent Newsom, Oklahoma Baptist University

“Roll for Initiative: The Emergence, Resistance, and Significance of the Role-playing 

Game Dungeons and Dragons,” Ellie Nelson, John Brown University

“Sitting Clothed and in Our Right Minds: Casting out Devils from D&D,” Jonathan 
Himes, John Brown University
I. Other Genres: Science Fiction, Fairy Tales, Paintings 


SGH C

Chair: Patty Kirk, John Brown University

“‘She listens, listens’: Levertov’s and Trethewey’s Poetic Attention to the Marginalized 
Subject in Velasquez’s Painting Kitchen Maid with Supper at Emmaus,” Gwen 
W. Macallister, Covenant College
“The Not So Much Fairy Tale: How Charles Perrault’s ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ 

Changes the Story,” Diego Flores, John Brown University
“Women of the Murderbot Diaries: The Anti-Archetypes,” Kellyn Stinnett, Northeastern 

State University
3-4:15 pm

J. Teachers Changing Teaching: A Podcast Discussion


SGH C
Chair: Bethany Smith, John Brown University
Panelists: 
Jamie Collins, John Brown University


Rachel Evans, Bentonville High School


Natalie Davey, Har-Ber High School

4:15-5:30 PM

BREAK

***

5:30-7 PM

PLENARY ADDRESS BY DR. CRYSTAL DOWNING, 
SGH A 

“The Seeing of Sayers: A Scandalous Prophet”
BANQUET to follow 

7:30-9:30 PM 
AGATHA CHRISTIE’S MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS
BPAC

SATURDAY, 10/01 


REGISTRATION TABLE OPEN, 8-10 AM

9-10 AM 

 Continental breakfast and SWCCL BUSINESS MEETING
 

SGH A

10:15-11:30 AM

K. Catholic Writers 







SGH A

Chair: Philip Mitchell, Dallas Baptist University

“Art as God’s Revealer: Catholic Faith and Culture in the Works of Willa Cather, Alice
 McDermott, and Ann Patchett,” Emily Cook, Concordia University and 
Vincennes University
 “Reading Woman: Translating Poems by Gabriela Mistral,” Brent Newsom, Oklahoma 

Baptist University
“The Wheel is Just: Reading Love in Iris Murdoch’s The Sea, The Sea,” Peter Spaulding, 
Marquette University

L. 19th C. British Literature






SGH C

Chair: Janna Chance, Union University

“Lowly Queens: Womanhood in Christian Rossetti’s The Prince’s Progress and Other 
Poems,” Ryan Sinni, Baylor University
“Subversion of Paul’s Ideal Woman in Christina Rossetti’s ‘Goblin Market’: Silence, 
Submission, and Hair,” Laura Koleva, Texas Tech University

“Morality and Jane Austen’s Reading Women,” Suzanne Tartamella Kordsmeier,
 Henderson State University
11:30-NOON








SGH A
CLOSING REMARKS; BOARD VANS FOR CRYSTAL BRIDGES MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART

****

1 PM

ARRIVE CRYSTAL BRIDGES; EAT BOX LUNCHES OUTSIDE 
1:30 – 3 PM

TOUR THE MUSEUM AT YOUR OWN PACE

3 PM

BOARD VANS FOR XNA AIRPORT, THEN RETURN TO CAMPUS by 5 pm
Conference on Christianity and Literature 


