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“Remembering Cal

Out of all the dorms at

JBU, it could easily be said that the
California Dorm had the most char-
acter. The groundbreaking for this
monumental building was July 6,
1922; unfortunately due to difficul-
ties in fundraising, the building was
not completed until five years later.
The dorm itself has pure California
roots, for not only its funding com-
ing from people in California, but
its architect, James A. Hoose and
the man supervising the construc-
tion, R.N. Allen, were also hailed
from California. Likewise many
students from California assisted
with the construction of the dorm.
Even the building material, like the
Spanish tiles on the roof, had a
Californian heritage. Several thou-
sand people attend its dedication
ceremony on July 1, 1927, where it
was referred to as being one of
the finest academic buildings in
Arkansas.

Throughout its life, Califor-
nia not only housed a countless
number of students, but it also
housed faculty, offices, dining fa-
cilites, and a bakery. In 1927
California had 64 student rooms, 4
bathrooms, and 4 washrooms; ad-
ditionally, it was a ceed dorm with b
ladies living on one wing, and men [g i
on the other. However in 1928 it [*% (
became a womenos D
1980s (excluding a brief period
during WWII when men were
housed there).

In 1980 the school decided
to renovate California instead of
tearing it down; from then until
2001 it was ceed. The spring se-  qreq steps, 2,500 bricks and 700 roof
mester of 2001 was the last time in

74 years that students would live in tles were saved. As a Californian
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sound and had
to be demol
ished before
anyone be
came injured.
Therefore in
December of
2002, shortly
before Christ
mas break, the
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gan. In order
to make the
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February 23, 1940Art Exhibit in
Siloam Springs displays the work of
JBU art students.

February 1968 Joan Baily sets
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